
 

Order of Service — August 24th, 2025, Emerson Unitarian Universalist Church` 
 

“The Many Faces of Forgiveness" 
 

“Do you think you can take over the universe and improve it? I do not believe it can be done.” 
― Lao Tzu - Ch. 29 of the Tao Te Ching 

 
 
Gathering Music ​ Kevin Mathie, Music Director            
 
Greetings and Announcements​ Tracy Watson, Worship Associate 
 
Land Acknowledgement​ Tracy Watson        
​      
Call to Worship​          Erik Halseth, Minister  
 
Chalice Lighting​ Tracy Watson 
 
Covenant ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

Love is the doctrine of this church. 
The quest for truth is its sacrament  
And service is its prayer.     
To dwell together in peace,  
To seek knowledge in  freedom,  
To serve humanity in fellowship  
Thus do we covenant.                                         

La doctrina de esta iglesia es el amor 
La búsqueda de la verdad es su sacramento  
Y el servicio es su oración.  
Vivir juntos en paz  
Buscar el conocimiento en libertad  
Servir a la humanidad en comunión  
Este es nuestro pacto 

 
Hymn: #1007 There’s a River Flowin’ in My Soul​ Kevin Mathie 
 
Welcome ​ Tracy Watson
​     
Time for All Ages: Muddy Water​   Erik Halseth 
 
Unitarian Universalist Affirmation​ Erik Halseth 
We are Unitarian Universalists: A people of open minds, loving hearts and welcoming hands. 
 
Sharing the Plate: Haven Hills​ Tracy Watson 
As part of our commitment to serve our community, we share half our offering with local 
organizations whose work furthers our mission. Contribute at emersonuuc.org/donate/, use the 
Breeze mobile app or scan the QR code in the order of service which takes you to that app, and 
select “Sunday Offering Shared with Charity.” You can also send a check to the church office 
payable to Emerson UUC, with “Share the Plate” in the memo.  
 
Congregation Response 
 
Reading ​ Tracy Watson 
   
Embracing Meditation​ Erik Halseth 
  
Meditative Music​ Kevin Mathie 
 
Sermon​ Erik Halseth 
 
Hymn: #6 Just as Long as I Have Breath​ Kevin Mathie 
 
Extinguishing the Chalice & Benediction ​ Erik Halseth  
 
Postlude ​ ​ ​ ​                                                               ​     ​             
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